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Skolkovo

Lead-in
Express your opinion on the following quotation.
«Innovation distinguishes between a leader and a

follower» (Steve Jobs).

Reading & Answering the questions

Skolkovo: A Hub for Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Russia

Skolkovoisatechnology hublocated
inMoscow, Russia. It wasestablished
in 2010 with the aim of promoting
innovation and entrepreneurship
in the country. Skolkovo is home
to many startups and established
companies that work on cutting-
edge technologies such as artificial
intelligence, biotechnology, and
renewable energy.

The innovation center provides
a supportive environment for
entrepreneurs and innovators to
develop their ideas and products. It
offers a range of services including
funding, mentorship, and access to
state-of-the-art facilities. Skolkovo

also hosts various events and

conferences that bring together experts from different fields to share their

knowledge and experience.

innovation — MHHOBaII NI
technology — TexHoaorus:
research — nccaeagoBaHue

entrepreneurship —
IIpeAIIPUMHIMATEAbCTBO

to develop — passuBathb
high-tech industry —
BBICOKOTEXHOAOIMYIHAS
UHAYCTPUS

to invest — nHBeCcTHpPOBaATH
scientific community — Hay4HOe
COOOIIIeCTBO

to establish a company —
OCHOBaTh KOMIIaHUIO
cutting-edge technologies —
repeJoOBble TEXHOAOTUN




Skolkovo has received significant government funding and support since its
inception, with the goal of creating a self-sustaining ecosystem of innovation and
entrepreneurship. While it has faced some challenges and criticisms over the years,
Skolkovo remains an important player in the global tech scene and a symbol of
Russia’s aspirations for technological advancement.

Skolkovo has already produced many successful startups and projects. For example,
one company developed a new type of solar panel that is more efficient and cost-
effective than traditional ones. Another startup created a mobile app that uses
artificial intelligence to help people learn new languages faster.

Overall, Skolkovo is an exciting and dynamic place that is driving innovation and
progress in Russia. It is a great example of how technology and entrepreneurship

can be used to solve some of the world’s most pressing problems.

DISCUSS THE QUESTIONS.

. Have you ever heard of Skolkovo before?

. What do you think makes Skolkovo unique compared

to other innovation centers around the world?

. How important do you think Skolkovo is to the

Russian economy? PROJECT

Choose one startup idea from the list and
developit. Come up withaname, a description,
and a pitch for your startup, and then present
their idea to the class. Think how their startup
could fit into the Skolkovo ecosystem and
what unique contributions it could make to
the field of technology and to the Russian
economy itself.

e Startup ideas:

e App Development

* Podcasting

* Social Media Platform




